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Update From the Organizing Committee
The 2013 season has drawn to a close and it is time for a rest. We've certainly earned it! From a late spring to a
late autumn, the iris performed well in spite of whatever Mother Nature could throw at us. It is time to hang up
the trowel for another winter.
Our first foray into the world of hosting a distinguished irisarian this past spring makes the likelihood of doing
it again soon a distinct possibility. But, as always, we need your input. Who would you like to see come to
visit and provide us with a presentation or two? Do you like the format we used this year or would you like to
see something different? Before we can make any concrete plans, we need to know what you, the membership,
wants. We cannot do it alone! Please contact any of us with your thoughts, suggestions or concerns so we can
move forward for 2014.
Our 2014 plans have not yet been finalized but we are working already on the show which has been booked for
Sunday, June 15th at Bourkevale Community Centre so mark your calendars now. We are also looking into
vendors for the summer rhizome sale. If you'd like us to consider a specific vendor, please let us know. If
you'd like to see a specific variety, type or hybridizer to be represented in our offerings, please let us know that,
too. Selling out our summer sale in three days was amazing, but it also brought home to us the fact that many
members were unable to get the rhizomes they wanted on the first try. Our purchasing strategy will be adjusted
to account for this and once again we thank you for your continued support.
In this issue, Kate Brewitt has provided us with a great piece on the AIS National Convention in Dallas (pp. 25), followed by the Region 21 RVP/AIS Report by Ron Cosner (p. 6). Then there is the AIS awards listing (p.
7) and the biggest part of the autumn newsletter, the 2013 Top Performers (pp. 8-16). I don't know about you
but I look forward to this article all year!
So get out that beverage of choice, kick back and have a good read. As always we are available to our members
and can be contacted as noted below. Have a wonderful holiday season, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year. See you in late February or early March for the next issue.
B. J. Jackson, jacksonb@mts.net
Deborah Petrie, petrie@mymts.net

Jennifer Bishop, Jennifer@dataways.com
Eleanor Hutchison, eleanore@mymts.net

Dallas 2013 - AIS National Convention
By Kate Brewitt, Ontario Iris Society, AIS Region 2

After two days of 85 degree temperatures, the clouds rolled in and the temperatures dropped just in time for the
garden tours at this year’s National Convention. I’m told the wind never stops blowing in Texas and for the first
day of the tours it was absolutely brutal!
Our first garden was Carver’s Iris Hill. As the name would
suggest, it is situated on top of a hill. The wind was so fierce most
of us huddled around the coffee urn trying to stay warm. Getting
the irises to stand still for a photograph was next to impossible.
The only iris that wasn’t swaying in the wind was the iron statue
in the centre of the garden.
← Iris statue at Carver Iris Hill Garden
Despite the wind and the cold, we soldiered on to the next
garden...Clark Garden Botanical Park. After about 15 of us
sheltered ourselves in a garden shed for Judges’ Training we
headed out to the gardens. This is where the median irises showed
one of their advantages...they don’t blow over in the wind! Paul
Black’s IB ‘Intoxicating’ was a perfect example. This beauty has
very attractive ruffling and bushy orange beards. ‘Boy Genius’, a Joe Ghio BB and the Ben Hagar Cup winner,
was also found performing well in this garden. The gold standards and mahogany falls make for a rich colour
combination.

‘Intoxicating’ (Black 2009)

‘Boy Genius’ (Ghio 2012)

Probably the most anticipated garden on this year’s tour was that of Tom Burseen’s, ‘The Lab’. Tom is a
Vietnam War veteran who has spent the last 32 years hybridizing irises. As stated in the convention booklet,
“his intent/objective/aspiration is not to get ‘rich’ or famous, but to create tall bearded iris that have never been
seen before and are not only gorgeous, but also perform.”
When we got off the bus there were irises as far as the eye could see. Every inch of this property is planted with
irises. Tom has even filled in the holes of the cinder blocks that line the garden paths with soil and planted his
seedlings.
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“The Lab”, Tom Burseen’s Back Garden
It was here that Joe Ghio’s ‘Double Platinum’, the convention’s Franklin Cook Cup winner, caught my eye.
This well formed TB iris, with its delicate ruffling and soft pink colouring, is stunning. Another iris to catch my
eye was Fred Kerr’s ‘Jeanne Clay Plank’. The contrast of the orange standards and reddish purple veining on
the falls gives this iris a striking look. And one of my favourites, Larry Lauer’s ‘My Generation’, was putting on
a fine show. Its violet veining makes it distinctive and hence noticeable from across the garden.

‘Double Platinum’ (Ghio 2012)

‘Jeanne Clay Plank’ (Kerr 2012)

‘My Generation’ (Lauer 2009)

The next day we visited the most ‘novel’ garden on the tour, the Town of Addison Garden. The brainchild of
Bonnie and Hooker Nichols, this garden is located on a strip of land beneath a line of hydro towers. It was a
compact garden filled with lots of gorgeous blooming irises, and given it was within walking distance of the
hotel, it was a great place to unwind and stroll through the irises.
The ‘ladies’ were putting on a show the day of our visit. One favourite was ‘Queen Eleanor Of Aquitaine’
(Baumunk 2007). This luminata-plicata has wonderful veining and dotted purple patterning on the falls.
Another beautiful ‘lady’ found in the garden was ‘American Goddess’ (Nichols 2013), a soft peach with bright
orange beards. This iris was second runner-up for the President’s Cup, after ‘Trumped’ (Burseen 2008) and
‘Notta Lemon’ (Burseen 2010), the winner.
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‘Queen Eleanor Of Aquitaine’
(Baumunk 2007)

‘American Goddess’
(Nichols 2013)

'Notta Lemon’
(Burseen 2010)

That afternoon we took a break from the guest convention irises and visited Seandel Iris Gardens. Here we were
treated to over 1,000 different varieties of irises including many older irises. Two such beauties were ‘Stinger’
(Byers 1994), an older space-age SDB with horned blue beards and ‘Butterfly Baby’ (Herd 1967) a pale blue
self BB with purple veining on the falls.

‘Stinger’ (Byers 1994)

‘Butterfly Baby’ (Herd 1967)

The Brown garden took us very close to the Texas-Oklahoma border. This part of Texas is open prairie which
means none of the irises could escape the effects of the wind, which was still blowing on day three of the tours.
The garden is made up of a group of concentric beds that culminates in a small memorial to the owner, Annette
Brown. Sadly Annette had passed away about a month before the convention.
‘Naples Syrup’ (G. Sutton 2011) was the sweetest, no pun intended, SDB. Its standards and falls are amber
yellow displaying a slight tinge of pink. ‘Revved Up Rose’ (Black 2010) is a stunning deep fushia IB with
ruffling and a flaring form. Another Black IB displaying similar form was ‘Witty’ (2012). In shades of brown
and yellow with plicata markings this iris is striking. Finally, ‘Bad Boys’ an SDB from Linda Miller (2011) has
deep smoky-purple standards with the same colour on the edges of the falls. This is enhanced by cold blue
beards.
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‘Revved Up Rose’ (Black 2010)

‘Witty’ (Black 2012)

‘Bad Boys’ (Miller 2011)

Our final garden was Thompson’s Angel Iris Farm. ‘Bottle Rocket’ (M. Sutton 2010) attracted the attention of
the photographers in this garden. This TB has orange standards and ruby red falls veined with the same colour
orange as the standards. No surprise it placed as first runner up for
the Franklin Cook Cup. This garden is also a Historic Iris
Preservation Society (HIPS) Display Garden so after photographing
the guest irises I found plenty of historic irises to photograph.
Eventually our visit here came to an end. The whistle blew telling us
to return to our bus for our trip back to the hotel...and a nap before
the closing banquet.
← ‘Bottle Rocket’ (M.Sutton 2010)
It had been a busy three days. Every garden we visited was at peak
bloom making for lots of irises to take in. And even though the
winds blew and the temperatures fluctuated, the spirits of this year’s
convention goers did not waiver. Should we do it all again next year?
Why not? In fact if you missed Dallas this year, you will have an
opportunity to see it next year when the AIS National Convention
returns to Dallas from April 5 to 10!

Mark The Date!
The 7th Annual
CWIS Show
has been booked for
Sunday, June 15th, 2014 at
Bourkevale Community Centre
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RVP/AIS Report
(By Ron Cosner)

I hope all is well with our members from Canada. I am writing this update as one of my last official duties as
your RVP of Region 21. At our fall meeting in Omaha, in addition to having Judy Keisling and Bob
Hollingworth as speakers, we held our elections of officers. Linda Wilkie from Omaha was elected as RVP,
Kelly Norris as Assistant RVP, Pam Messer as treasurer and a gentleman from Lincoln whose name escapes me
at this time as secretary.
Not only in our region but also of national note, Dusky Challenger (pictured below, photo from the AIS
website) was again top vote getter for the AIS TB symposium, followed by Queen's Circle, Florentine Silk,
Conjuration, Jesse's Song, Paul Black, That's All Folks and others.
You can find the complete list on the AIS website
at:
http://www.irises.org/About_Irises/Awards_Surveys
/TB_Symposium.html.
I have enjoyed my time as your RVP. But one of my
regrets is not getting to meet everyone in your
group. We have added a new club in the Des
Moines, Iowa area. We have also been approached
by two groups, one in Fargo, North Dakota and the
other in Cedar Rapids area of Iowa about exploring
the possibility of forming clubs in 2014.
On the national front, the judges handbook is still
being reviewed and revised. There is also discussion
around adding some new awards to honor a few of
the stalwarts of irises whom have passed in the last
year. More to come on both of these.
Region 21 has also proposed, and the proposals
accepted, to host an AIS fall board meeting in
Omaha for 2015 and a national convention in the
spring of 2017. There is also a proposal to host the
100th anniversary of AIS in the New York City area.
Wayne Messer who is our webmaster for Region 21 is also the editor of the new News and Notes update put out
by AIS. The voucher program is still alive and well. Beginning in the near future we will have a new editor of
the AIS bulletin. Her name is Kathleen Sonntag.
This may be all for now as your RVP, but I will continue to work for you and Region 21 in my role as a
Director on the AIS Board. So please if you have anything to share with me, do not hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for everything and happy gardening.
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2013 AIS Awards
(Compiled by BJ Jackson)

DYKES MEDAL - ‘That's All Folks’ (William Maryott by Joseph Ghio)
JOHN C. WISTER MEDAL, TB irises ‘Absolute Treasure’; (Richard Tasco)
HANS AND JACOB SASS MEDAL, IB irises ‘Rimaround’ (J. T. Aitken)
WILLIAMSON-WHITE MEDAL, MTB irises ‘Peebee And Jay’(Barbara & David Schmieder)
COOK-DOUGLAS MEDAL, SDB irises ‘Wish Upon A Star’, (Paul Black)
CAPARNE-WELCH MEDAL, MDB irises ‘Trimmed Velvet’,(Donald Spoon)
RANDOLPH PERRY MEDAL, SPEC-X irises ‘Roy's Repeater’, (J. T. Aitken)
MORGAN-WOOD MEDAL, SIB irises ‘Swans In Flight’, (Robert Hollingworth)
ERIC NIES MEDAL, SPU irises ‘Missouri Orchid’, (O. D. Niswonger)
WALTHER CUP ‘Judy, Judy, Judy’, (Robert Hollingworth) SIB

SELECTED AWARDS OF MERIT
BB - ‘Snazzy’, (Keith Keppel) and ‘Bonjour’, (Lowell Baumunk)
IB - ‘Star In The Night’, (Paul Black) and ‘Calligrapher’, (Marky Smith)
MTB - ‘Maui Mango’, (J. T. Aitken) and ‘Hot News’, (Stephanie Markham)
SDB - ‘Riveting’, (Paul Black), ‘Raspberry Tiger’, (Paul Black), ‘Eye Of Sauron’, (Paul Black),
‘Bright Blue Eyes’, (Michael Sutton), and ‘Meow’, (Paul Black)
MDB - ‘Keeno’, (Thomas Johnson) and ‘Gecko Echo’, (Brad Kasperek)
SPEC X - ‘Do The Math’, (Jill Copeland) and ‘Who's On First’, (Robert Hollingworth)
SIB - ‘Sugar Rush’, (Marty Schafer/Jan Sacks) and ‘Berries And Cream’, (Marty Schafer/Jan Sacks)
SPU - ‘Missouri Morning’, (O. D. Niswonger) and ‘Honey Mocha Lotta’, (Lee Walker)

For more winners including the Awards of Merit for TB irises (there are too many to list here), Honorable
Mentions and Runners Up go to http://wiki.irises.org/bin/view/Main/InfoAwards2013.
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Top Performers for 2013
(Compiled by BJ Jackson)

It looks like it was a great year for some great iris in members gardens! The following have shared their top
performers for 2013: from Winnipeg: Debbie Innes (DI), Sandy Proulx (SP), Len Giesbrecht (LG), Sandy
Venton (SV) and Tracy Rosendale (TR); from Brandon:- Deborah Petrie (DP), BJ Jackson (BJ) and Brenda
Newton (BN); from St. Andrews: Sandy Eggertson (SE); From Ste. Anne: El Hutchison (EH); from
Saskatchewan: Janet Rein (JR) and Kirsten Kronstedt (KK); from Alberta: Tom Davies (TD).
In all, 4 MDBs, 16 SDBs, 5 IBs, 5 MTBs, 13 TBs, 5 SIBs, 2 SPU, 3 SPEC X, 1 Juno and 5 NOID TBs were
recommended from these 13 participants. Thank you to all for taking the time to send them. Unfortunately
there wasn't enough room to include Honorable Mentions but if space permits, perhaps some of them will
appear in the Spring 2014 newsletter.
Once again, Chuck Chapman's creations received the most recommendations (5) but several others had more
than one recommendation. A veritable 'Who's Who' of iris hybridizers both past and present. Only one variety
received more than one recommendation and it was an MDB!
Below are the top picks and some selected photos submitted this year along with edited comments. If a photo is
included it is marked with an asterisk (*) at the front of the listing. In all cases, unless otherwise indicated, the
photo was submitted by the person making the recommendation. The initials of the person submitting the pick
are included following the comments.
MDB
*- Bee Wings (Alta Brown 1959). The most appropriately named iris in my beds. Not only is it fairly prolific,
the blooms do look like giant bees in the foliage. (TD)
*- Flea Circus (Ben Hager, R. 1983) - because it won first in the miniature bearded section at the CWIS show
in June. (BN)
*- Ivory Fashion (A. D. Willott, 1996) It turned into a huge clump this year, and looked like a sweet little
nosegay bouquet in its full bloom. (SE); This is the smallest iris I have ever seen. (TR)
*- Sleepy Time (Schreiner, 1987) - Amazing blue color, always amongst the first to bloom. Fast increaser and
always draws attention. (BJ)
*- Little Drummer Boy (A. D. Willott, 1997) - it bloomed here first this year, on May 21. (EH)

Bee Wings

ÎÎÎÎ

Ivory
Fashion
ÍÍÍÍ
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Little Drummer Boy
SDB
- Boo (Lynn Markham, Registered 1971) - made a great clump...lots of blooms this year
- Blue Hat Boy (Chapman, 2007) Another one that looked pretty marginal earlier this spring and then just
exploded into a clump almost overnight. (KK)
- Blueberry Tart (Chuck Chapman, 2002) - Rebloomed here on October 14! (EH)
*- Celebrate (Paul Black, 2007) - A new acquisition, this one had significant increase and the color just made
me look at it day after day. (BJ)
- Cherry Web (Chuck Chapman, 2002): It's really pretty and goes so well with Quark. I can hardly wait until
they both clump up. (TR)
*- Counting Sheep (J.Terry Aitken, 1999) - reminds me of a happy face and always made me smile... (TR)
*- Far Fui (Augusto Bianco, 1998) - Firstly, it's brown, but a subtle blend that draws you back to it. (LG)
- Fire Coral (J. Terry Aitken, 2007) - Multiple stalks, increased like crazy from last year. (SE)
- Forever Blue (Chuck Chapman, 1996) - with a chimera, the first I've ever seen on it. (EH)
- Gingerbread Man (Bennett Jones, 1968) - he was shooting new growth out as quick as you please and
clumped up in the blink of an eye! (KK)
- Heepers (Sterling Innerst, 1991) - increased dramatically in my garden in one year! (SP)
- Hoodlum (Keith Keppel, 1996) - love the color and how fast it has made a beautiful clump! (BN)
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SDBs Celebrate, Far Fui and Counting Sheep
- Quark (Barry Blyth, 1986) - Not that it isn't a lovely flower in itself but I had planted it next to Cherry Web
and they looked so good together. (TR)
- Raspberry Jam (O. David Niswonger, 1980) - The color of this one drew my eye every time I went into the
front yard. It is just so vibrant. (TR)
- Urban Star (Joseph Stien, 1996) ...lots of flowers and really striking. (BN)
- Wizard of Hope (Chuck Chapman, 2001) – Always puts on a great show and this year actually re-bloomed
for me in mid September! (DP)

SDBs Hoodlum and Heepers
IBs
- Apache Warrior (Alta Brown, 1971) - Love the colour and the quick way it has become a clump. (SP)
- Berkeley Gold (Carl Salbach, 1942) - a historic iris with a simpler form that sort of has a curve in the stems.
It looks like it's swaying in the breeze. (SP)
- Blue Eyed Blonde (Allan Ensminger, 1989) - An old favorite... beards are quite striking. (LG)
- Tickle the Ivories (Barry Blyth, 2002) - just keeps on impressing me every year. It bloomed over a long
period of time, close to 4 weeks, and the blooms last at least 3 days each. (EH)
- Susa (Hans Peter Sass, 1933) - divided just two years ago, it needs it again...(BJ)
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IBs Berkeley Gold, Tickle the Ivories and Susa
MTB
- Ace (Lynda Miller, 1999) - Reliable, tough and produces amazing show stalks as well as performs well in the
garden. A fast increases that looks different in varying soil and sun conditions. This year the color was just so
vibrant. (BJ)
- Bumblebee Deelitte (Jack & Glenda Norrick, 1985) - this one threw up mega bloom stocks...worth the 2 year
wait for it to bloom. (JR)
- Honorabile (Jean Nicolas Lémon, 1840) – Moved in fall 2012, it clumped up fast and had 6 bloom stalks this
season. Love the old-fashioned look of it as well. (DP)
- Tic Tac Toe (Thomas Johnson, 2010) - Made an amazing clump after just a few years. Very subtle colors. It
took a wind just upwards of 80 kph to knock it down. (BJ)
- Tyke (B. Warburton, 1985) – Another first year bloomer...this one is tall and strong and doesn’t flop in the
wind. (DP)
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MTBs Bumblebee Deelite, Tyke and Honorabile
TB
- Bountiful Harvest (Ben Hager, 1991) - It put up two bloom stalks with a huge amount of buds on each. (TR)
- Brussels (Thomas Johnson, 2003) - first time blooming in my garden and looks like an expensive "mother of
the bride" dress. (SP)
- Cajun Rhythm (Schreiner, 1996) Wow!... really that's all I could muster when I laid eyes on the maiden
bloom this summer... two long years of anticipation, but it was WELL worth the wait. (KK)
- Copatonic (Barry Blyth, 1994) - One of my all time favorites, look forward to it every year. (LG)
- Dream Of Gold (Paul Black, 1997) -.a favorite here with some stalks having 8 blooms...this one clumped up
fast and already has been shared with friends (JR)
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TBs Dream of Gold and Cajun Rhythm
- Fall Fiesta (Schreiner, 1992) - you can't help but smile when you see this beauty in bloom...(KK)
- Finalist (Joseph Gatty by Keith Keppel, 1993) - A slow grower but it gave me 8 blooms on one stalk. (JR)
- Henna Stitches (James Gibson, 1960) - First year blooming...The flowers were huge and it already has 4
increases. (DP)
- Horned Flare (Lloyd Austin, 1963) - This was one of the historics that I got last October, planted it in the
snow, all shriveled up. It came through with flying colors - two bloom stalks...and the second bud had that
wonderful horn! (SE)
- Jurassic Park (Larry Lauer, 1995) - another that is clumping up nicely...several bloom stalks with lots of
flowers per stalk. (JR)
- Merlot (Schreiner, 1999) - Not only is the colour mesmerizing, but it is incredibly vigorous... (KK)
- Superstition (Schreiner, 1977). - one of the darkest, and hardiest. I've moved it around, neglected it, stepped
on it, and it still carries on. (SV)
- Twilight Fancies (Lloyd Zurbrigg, 2001) - another great one for clump and number of bloom stalks. (JR)

TBs Fall Fiesta and Henna Stitches
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TBs Finalist and Twilight Fancies
SIB
- Calvin Helsley (Barbara Nicodemus, 2006). - formed a lovely clump, and the colours are definitely to die for!
(SV)
- Demure Illini (S. Varner, 1984) - first time blooming for me and I love the colour! It's also my favourite
because it is one of the few siberians I got in recent years that actually BLOOMED. (SP)
- Super Ego (William McGarvey, 1965) - has to be the bluest of the blues, and one of my very favourites! (SV)
- Tumblebug (Bob Bauer and John Coble, 2000) - A new Sib to me.. not sure about this one, looks messy but I
think I took more pics of it than any other Iris. I must like it. (LG)
- Seneca Glacier Flow (Dana Borglum, 1999) - Another new Sib.. very soft color combo.. very nice. (LG)

SIB Tumblebug

SIB Demure Illini
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SIB Super Ego

SIB Seneca Glacier Flow

SPU
- Cinnabar Red (O. David Niswonger, 1979) - 5 bloom stalks, multiple buds and over 3 feet tall. (SE)
- Kaibab Trail (Floyd Wickenkamp, 1984) - first bloom, amazing color and form, shone like a beacon! (BJ)
SPEC X
- Shiryukyo (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, 2008) - Pseudata - clumped up beautifully, and flowered like
crazy. (SV)
- Shirabyoshi (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, 2008) - Pseudata - also clumped up beautifully and flowered
like crazy (SV)
- Take No Sato (Hiroshi Shimizu by Carol Warner, 2008) - Pseudata - So many blooms, so tall, first year to
bloom, and bloomed almost a month!! (SE)

SPEC X (Pseudatas) Shiryukyo and Shirabyoshi
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NOIDs (If anyone has any ideas about possible IDs, please let us know)
TB NOID (BJ’s Black) – My favourite dark blue/black iris. (DP)
TB NOID (Mauve/Pink)- from Vessey's and had female names, and are blooming well every year. (DI)
TB NOID (Pink/Purple) - don't know the name, don't care... ok, I do care.. but if I never find her name I'll still
grow her.. very nice. (LG)
TB NOID (Rusty) - starts blooming and just keeps on going like there's no tomorrow! Overall an excellent
addition to the garden - beauty & vigor! I wish I knew his name, but I wouldn't be without him (KK)
TB NOID (Yellow)- this one is pretty - not sure how I ended up with so many yellows...but this ones maiden
bloom gave me 8 on one stalk. (JR)

Debbie Innes's TB NOID

Janet Rein's NOID

Len Giesbrecht's TB NOID

Kirsten Kronstedt's NOID
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