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Update From the Organizing Committee
An unusual 2009 iris season is over and already we are looking ahead to 2010. It was an awesome year
for iris despite the vagaries of mother nature; the colors were more intense than has been seen in recent
years and the blooms seemed to last forever in the cool, wet spring.
We think you will be pleased with this newsletter effort as we move from autumn to what follows. For
the species iris lovers, there is an article from the Spuria Iris Society on culture of spuria iris. Maybe it
will inspire you to try something different. Then you can see which spurias won their sections highest
awards and see a sampling. When thinking about spurias, the huge clump in front of the Assiniboine
Park Conservatory in Winnipeg always comes to mind. That plant has to be four feet wide and it seems
to have been there forever. Nobody appears to know if it has a name but it is awe inspiring when in
bloom. We hope you enjoy it and look to stepping outside the iris growing box to try some of these
beauties. Kate Brewitt has also provided an AIS Region 16 report.
Our ever popular member profile this time is from Naomi Wiebe in Winnipeg. Read all about what can
be accomplished on a small city lot. Naomi has done it and you can all get to know her a bit better.
And, enjoy the luscious photos she has included. Thanks to Naomi! And since it is autumn, its time for
the Top Performers of the year from our members. It was a bit of a surprise this year, for sure.
We can’t make our group work without you. Please send the editor any ideas for articles, any photos
you’d like to see appear or if you’re looking for something to do, write an article yourself. All
submissions would be gratefully accepted. We’re already looking for the next member to profile so if
you are interested, let us know. As usual, any of us can take your information. We can be reached at:
B. J. Jackson (jacksonb@mts.net)
Deb Petrie (petrie@mts.net) (and/or)

Jennifer Bishop (jb@dataways.com)
El Hutchison (eleanore@mts.net)

Enjoy your down time this winter. Update those databases, get those seeds started, make up your wish
lists and dream of warm spring days. 2010 iris growing season is just around the corner!
Lastly, from the Organizing Committee to you, all the best for the upcoming holiday season!

American Iris Society (AIS) Region 16 Report
by Kate Brewitt, AIS Region 16 RVP
aisrvp16@irises.org

It’s hard to believe the 2009 iris season is behind us. It always seems to pass too quickly. If you
are like me, you will be spending the wintery months ahead catching up on your ‘iris’ reading,
drooling over iris catalogues and making iris wish lists…or perhaps adding to an already
extensive wish list! Here are a couple more things for you to think about while you relax in your
easy chair with your favourite beverage.
Special Membership Offer
October 1, 2009 to September 30, 2010.
If a person/couple join the AIS for a triennial single or dual membership, either a new
membership, or a renewing membership from a single or dual one year membership, AND join
at least one AIS Section (such as the Median Iris Society or the Siberian Iris Society) or
Cooperating Society for a triennial membership, THEN all memberships will run for FOUR
years for the price of THREE years.
NOTE: This special member discount plan will apply only to AIS Sections or Cooperating
Societies that have agreed to accept the ‘four-years-for-three’ discount.
Mad About Wisconsin
It’s time to start thinking about next year’s AIS National Convention taking place May 31 to
June 5 in Madison WI. It will be hosted by the Madison Area Iris Society, an affiliate of AIS
Region 8. Details about registration, accommodations and guest gardens can be found on their
Convention website at www.madisoniris.org/Convention/Welcome.htm. Hopefully this will
tempt you to join us.
Iris – istible Victoria 2011
For the first time in 56 years the AIS Spring National Convention will take place in Canada; in
Victoria, BC, from May 29 to June 4, 2011. Our hosts will be the British Columbia Iris Society
(BCIS). Mark your calendars and plan on attending as it’s sure to be an ‘iris-istible’ event!!
The Convention Committee has put together a wonderful selection of guest gardens in which to
host the over 2,000 guest irises received from various hybridizers in the USA, Canada, Australia,
Slovakia and England. Also planned is a special tour for everyone to Butchart Gardens.
Information will be published in future AIS material as it becomes available. Additional details
can be found on the BCIS website, www.bc-iris.org or on the AIS Region 16 website.
If you are interested in learning more about AIS Region 16, or the AIS, you can find more
information on our website at http://sites.google.com/site/aisregion16/. You can also email me at
aisrvp16@irises.org.
Happy Holidays and all the Best for the New Year!
Kate
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Member Profile
By: Naomi Weibe
My first memory of gardening is ‘helping’ my mother transplant pansies into the front
flower bed. With loving care, she would prepare the soil and gently deposit these happy-faced
beauties into their new homes, making sure my clumsy fingers didn’t get in the way. She
introduced me to the way of gardening, but I have to admit it lay dormant for many years.
Outdoor chores were always preferable to indoor tasks, even if it meant picking potato bugs from
the flowering potato plants, and weeding sugar beets planted in rows a mile long meant a little
extra summer holiday cash. I always enjoyed working with the earth.
The purchase of a house in north Winnipeg in 1994 started me on a long journey to where
our garden is today. I dutifully planted carrots, peas and beans the first spring, and vowed after a
disastrous harvest to never again try something so futile. It was in those first years that I enjoyed
meeting many new friends, passionate gardeners, who coaxed me into trying many new
perennials. It was then I discovered irises and their beauty and the many different varieties that
could grow in our sometimes cruel climate. I am entranced by any small variety, and so it was
the first irises that appeared in our garden were the miniature dwarf beardeds. I started with
Pixie Princess, Grapelet, Butter and Sugar, and even Klingon Princess made an appearance.

Pixie Princess
My interests in the other varieties expanded to include the MDBs and progressed to the tall
bearded iris, which have now become my favourites. Our first tall bearded, Jesse’s Song, was
purchased and planted in the memory of our first cat, Jesse. After a long and difficult illness, we
said goodbye to her. The following spring, Jesse’s Song announced to all that she may have
gone, but her presence would be felt whenever this beauty unfurled her petals.
(continued)

3

Jesse’s Song
A further foray into the tall beardeds led to Vision in Pink, Silverado, and Royal Crusader, to
name a few. Disaster struck when the foundation repair was scheduled (not by me) for the end
of March, and I had no chance to dig up and save my beautiful irises. A number of gardeners
rallied round, and I was inundated by gifts of all things perennial that spring and summer.
Gardeners have the most generous of hearts! All was not lost – I noticed one little spear showing
the next spring, and Vision in Pink has since thrived and bloomed beautifully for us.

Vision in Pink
(continued)
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Sweet Musette has also performed beautifully for us, as has Eagle’s Flight, Strawberry Love and
Mango Smoothie.

Sweet Musette

Mango Smoothie
(continued)
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Tastes change, and so my palette of colours in iris has gone from pinks, to blues and
purples, and now the vibrant reds and corals. My last purchase from one supplier consisted of
Cheshire Cat, Dynamite, Fiery Temper, Pink Pincurls (!) and Yosemite Sam – Yosemite Sam
was sold out, but there’s always next year.
Irises are by no means the only perennials in our garden. The construction of tall fencing
around our property provided some lovely shade beds, and hostas of all sizes and shapes share
space with heucheras, ferns, thalictrums, lady slippers and other shade-lovers. Partly shaded
spots are planted with martagon lilies, some from seed. I was delighted to see blooms this spring
from seeds planted 6 or 7 years ago. One of them just might get named.

Martagon lily from seed.
Other types of lilies are liberally strewn about the sun garden, and peonies of all
also jostle for space. Our tiny garden is now planted to the extent that, if I need to
something new, something old must be dug up and given away. The garden is never a
place, and we look forward to each spring when it defies the weather to put on a grand
once again.
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Species Feature – Spuria Iris
(Editor’s Note: To appease those who want to try something different and are interested in species iris, the
following article is used with permission from the Spuria Iris Society.)

Spuria are beardless iris, originating from the Mediterranean area of Europe. They are also seen
in England, Denmark, Russia, Afghanistan and western China. Spuria iris are one of the tallest of
iris, reaching a height of 5 feet or more. Experience has shown that spuria iris perform better in
areas of the country where the summer months are dry.
Classified under the Apogon or beardless subsection of the iris family, the twenty or more
species are native to the temperate zone in a band running from Spain and North Africa to India
and China. The greatest collection of the species has been found in southern Siberia, always in
sunny locations.
When to Plant: Spuria are dug in the fall before they start showing signs of new growth.
Rhizomes must be washed well and placed damp in a plastic bag for storage in the refrigerator,
NOT in the freezer. Plant as soon as possible.
Where to Plant: Spuria thrive in full sun best, but will do well on half a day’s sun throughout
the year. They will tolerate partial shade, especially in areas that have extremely high
temperatures in the summer.
Soil Preparation: Spuria prefer a neutral to slightly alkaline soil and they must have good
drainage. Enrich soil by adding alfalfa and manure. Heavier clay soil is much better than fine
sandy soil.
Basic Planting Steps: Some spuria are difficult to establish. Basically they need water, manure,
and mulch to become established. Begin planting by making sure the soil will allow for good
drainage. Then make a hole about two inches below the surface. Add fertilizer (14-14-14 is
suggested) to this hole. Then put lots of water in it. Finally, add the rhizome, cover with soil and
mulch. Mulch the first year of growth. Sawdust is the best mulch to use. After the clump is
established, the mulch may be removed.
Distance Apart: Space spuria far enough apart to grow in the same location for years as they
resent being transplanted. Spacing spuria rhizomes three feet apart is suggested.
Watering: Water regularly but do not let them sit in water. During the hot summer, spuria can
be allowed to go dormant by withholding water. If they do go dormant, be sure NOT to water.
Too much moisture combined with summer heat causes rot that damages the new growth.
Foliage of the summer-dormant types can be cut back to the ground after the foliage dies down
without harming plant growth. Species I. carthalinae will remain green all summer long – it will
not go dormant.
(continued)
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Spuria seem to set seed easily and are
somewhat easy to grow from seed.
Bees are more attracted to spuria than
other iris; thus pollination and seed
production is more prominent with
spuria..
Fertilizing: Spuria are very heavy feeders. Incorporating plenty of barnyard manure and/or
commercial fertilizer into the soil is advisable. Ordinary lawn fertilizer (10-10-10) works well to
feed the them in the spring and again in the fall.
Bloom Season: Spuria usually do not bloom the first year after planting. The bloom time is one
to two weeks after the tall bearded irises.
General Garden Care: Virus affects some Spuria irises, although it is seldom very debilitating
under good cultural conditions. It can cause stunting or striping of the plant and petals.
The only serious disease is mustard seed fungus or crown rot. Soaking rhizomes in a 10% bleach
solution is an effective control. It is much easier to prevent the mustard seed fungus than to get
rid of it once the iris is affected. It is a good idea NOT to water in August for this reason.

Comparison of
Iris rhizome
right) to Tall
Iris rhizomes
left).

a Spuria
(on the
Bearded
(on the

Moving & Thinning: Although the fall is generally thought to be the best time for
transplanting, they may be transplanted at other times if you are careful not to let the roots or
rhizomes dry out. Storing spuria rhizomes in the refrigerator before replanting may trigger faster
growth and earlier bloom. Dip the mature rhizome in a fungicide and store them in plastic bags
in the refrigerator for several weeks to get this response.
(Editor’s post script: Several spuria iris are currently maturing in my garden. They appear to be hardy, having
survived three winters but no blooms yet! One other has been in the ground just one winter but has bulked up
considerably. Several plants grown from seed were also planted out this summer.)
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Spuria Iris Awards
The ERIC NIES Medal
is the highest award reserved exclusively for Spuria Irises
within the American Iris Society
2006

2000

2009

Year

Variety Name

Hybridizer

2009

MISSOURI AUTUMN

OD Niswonger

2008

ELFIN SUNSHINE

BC Jenkins

2007

MISSOURI ORANGE

OD Niswonger

2006

ADRIATIC BLUE

OD Niswonger

2005

MISSOURI IRON ORE

OD Niswonger

2004

MISSOURI RAINBOWS

OD Niswonger

2003

MISSOURI SUNSET

OD Niswonger

2002

SUNRISE IN MISSOURI

OD Niswonger

2001

MISSOURI SPRINGS

OD Niswonger

2000

ILA REMEMBERED

B. Hager

1999

SULTAN'S SASH

OD Niswonger

1998

MISSOURI RIVERS

OD Niswonger

1996

CHOCOLATE FUDGE

OD Niswonger

1995

CINNAMON STICK

OD Niswonger

1994

SON OF SUN

F. Wickenkamp

1999

1995

2002
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Top Performers 2009
(Compiled by B. J. Jackson)

What an interesting list this annual feature is to put together! I am always amazed at the choices
people make to include in their lists but I have to admit that this year’s list made me scratch my
head a wee bit.
A total of 16 different Tall Bearded iris were nominated this year! Considering that with only a
few exceptions, I have a hard time keeping any TB alive, I was intrigued. Of those 16 TBs (1
named twice), 7 were registered in the 1980s and of those, all but 2 were hybridized by
Schreiner’s Iris Gardens. Obviously, the Schreiner’s do make some very nice and hardy TBs.
Another surprise was the number of Border Beardeds that made the listing. This is usually the
most under-represented classification and this year there were 6 that made the list. All the other
bearded classifications were represented, too, with 1 MDB, 10 SDBs, 3 MTBs and 3 IBs.
So, here they are for 2009 with the comments of the people that submitted them. Photos of a
selection of those listed below appear on the following pages:
Irene Hyland
SDB Cherry Garden - Bennett Jones, 1966 - for length of bloom and prolific blooms
SDB Ruby Eruption – Chuck Chapman, 1997 +
SDB Toy Boat - Paul Black, 1988 - this year's show entry and a first time bloom
TB Churchill Downs - K. Mohr, 1988 +
TB Silverado - Schreiner's, 1986 - late but a wonderful showing
Sandy Eggertson
I rarely expect TB's to bloom prolifically the first year after the rhiz are planted, never mind
putting on an extraordinary show, especially with less than stellar weather. All of these TB's had
more than one bloom stalk and all were proper TB height.
TB Hot Secret - Barry Blyth, 2004
TB Saturday Nite Live - Schreiner, 1996
BB Lets Boogie - Schreiner, 1997
TB Dynamite - Schreiner, 1997
TB Joyce Terry - T. Muhlestein, 1974 - It started blooming about June 20, and its last bloom
finally finished toward the end of July
B. J. Jackson
MTB Siren - Kenneth Fisher, 2000 - Outstanding color; really draws you to it in the garden
IB Ameila Bedeila- Sterling Innerst, 1991- Winner of this year's open gardens most popular
IB Elysium - Marky Smith, 2002 - TDF color, form and performance (thanks again, Shauna)
TB Best Bet - Schreiner's, 1988 - Stunning with huge flowers that stood up great in the wind
SDB Mikey Likes It - J. T. Aitken, 2003 - Just keeps getting bigger and better every year...
a great increaser and real eye catcher
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Deb Petrie
TB Copatonic - Barry Blyth, 1994 - #1 in my garden because it bloomed on two stalks in its first
summer and I really love its wonderful brown colour.
TB Prairie Sunset - H. P. Sass, 1936 - It was in bloom for over a month this season.
increased wonderfully too.
TB Wabash - M. Williamson, 1936 - Performed just as well as Prairie Sunset with tons of bloom.
SDB Nessie - Lynda Miller, 1998 - The changes in colour with different light and temps make
this one of my all time favorites.
SDB Solar Flight - Earl Roberts, 1972 - Cool temps brought out its golden hues in a way I hadn't
seen before. As always, it just keeps increasing like mad.
Len Giesbrecht
BB Minnesota Mixed Up Kid - Jack Worel, 2003 - new this year .. really wild looking
TB Edith Wolford - Ben Hager, 1984 - an oldie but still a goodie
SDB Party Animal - Chuck Chapman, 2000 - puts a smile on my face
(Editor’s Note: You say that every year, Len, but you’re right…… it does!!!)

TB Silverado - Schreiner's, 1986 - not as nice this year but still a knock out
TB Daughter of Stars - Donald Spoon, 2001 - Classic Look.. nice…
Kate Brewitt
- in no particular order…
MTB That’s Red – Kenneth Fisher, 2000
MTB Baubles and Beads - Lynda Miller, 1997
SDB Absolute Joy – J. T. Aitken, 2006
SDB Tweety Bird – Paul Black, 1991
IB Precious Little Pink - Monty Byers 1995
Naomi Wiebe
TB Jesse's Song - B. Williamson, 1979
TB Eagle's Flight - Schreiner's, 1985
BB Mango Smoothie - Carol Lankow, 2000
TB Vision in Pink - V. Wood, 1986
TB Sweet Musette - Schreiner's, 1986
El Hutchison
Even with the horrid rainy weather this year, the iris did even better than most years. Many
bearded iris bloomed for several weeks, and I had a hard time choosing. This list of iris bloomed
for at least 2 weeks, some close to 3.
BB Calico Cat - Carol Lankow, 1988
BB Brown Lasso - E. Buckles, 1972
SDB Forever Blue - Chuck Chapman, 1996
MDB Forever Violet - Chuck Chapman, 2002
BB Orinoco Flow - Cy Bartlett, 1989
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TB Let’s Boogie (Photo Sandy Eggertson)

MTB Siren (Photo B. J. Jackson)

BB Minnesota Mixed up Kid (Photo Len Giesbrecht)

MTB Baubles and Beads (Photo Kate Brewitt)

SDB Solar Flight (Photo Deb petrie)

BB Calico Cat (Photo El Hutchison)
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Saturday Night Live (photo S. Eggertson)

Ameila Bedeila

(Photo BJ)

Absolute Joy (Photo BJ)

SDB Nessie (photo Deborah Petrie)

Orinoco Flow (Photo El Hutchison)
Mikey Likes It (Photo B. J. Jackson)

Party Animal (photo Len Giesbrecht)

Merry Christmas
Season’s Greetings
Feliz Navidad
Wabash (photo Deborah Petrie)
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Daughter of Stars (Photo Len G.)

