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tentatively hopeful launch date for the early months
in the new year so stay tuned for that.

The 2007 growing season is just a memory as we
head into winter, but it can be said that it was a great
year for growing iris. In addition, 2007 was a banner
year for the Can-West Iris Society. Our membership
continued to grow with members now encompassing
the 3 prairie provinces as well as Ontario. The
summer rhizome sale was the best ever thanks to you,
our members and iris friends. We now boast a
healthy bank balance and have been looking at ways
we can make that money work for us all. There are a
lot of ideas being bandied about, and we’re always
looking for more, so don’t hesitate to let us know
your ideas.

Please let us know what you think of the newsletter, the way the O/C is running our group, an
article idea you might have or anything else you
want to talk to us about. This is your Society and
only you can make it work. You can contact any of
the members of the Organizing Committee as
follows:
Jennifer Bishop – jb@dataways.com
El Hutchison – eleanore@mts.net
B. J. Jackson – jacksonb@brandonu.ca
Deb Petrie – petrie@mts.net
Let us hear from you soon!
B. J. Jackson
(on behalf of the Organizing Committee)

Your Organizing Committee has been working hard
behind the scenes to make 2008 a bigger and even
better year. To that end, we are very pleased to
announce that the first ever Can-West Iris Society
Show! Whether or not it will be a sanctioned, judged
show or not is still to be determined. Details are in
the formative stages, but we would like you to mark
your calendars for some exciting events coming up in
Winnipeg during mid-June 2008. What better way to
‘show’ people what we can grow in the colder zones!
Since none of us has ever done this before, it will be a
large learning curve but well worth it in the long run.
This may be an ambitious project, but it is one we are
willing to take on with your help. We will be calling
on you, our members and friends, to help out where
needed. Stay tuned for more details in the next newsletter! We are all well aware that not all of our members will be able to participate because of geographic
distances, but we urge everyone to consider coming
out to see us here in ‘Sunny’ Manitoba.

TB Collette Thurilett, Photo: Len Giesbrecht
See Top Performers Article pages 8-11 for
more photos

Debby Nelson tells me that work continues on the
development of our very own website. We have set a
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The Flower Hybridizer

Candy Lily - Belamcanda chenensis

by Walker Ferguson

(Reprinted with permission of the author from the Iris-Photos
Discussion Group, 16 August 2007)

Some people are happy to grow what there is,
But we want to grow what there ain't.
If we've ever seen it, it's surely no good;
It should be quite different or quaint.
Now a blue dandelion might look pretty nice,
Or a daffodil, sucking its thumb.
Those common old things as they always have been
Are only for folks who are dumb.
If beards come in yellow, we wish they were black,
Or if they are black, we want red.
We just cannot tolerate things as they are.
Do let us have something instead.
The bright shining stars of a few years ago
Are now so completely passe',
It's hard to imagine how anyone could
Consider them charming or gay.
A white marigold has been greatly desired,
As well as a yellow sweet pea.
The reason is simple. As far as we know,
Those colors don't happen to be.
The things that are short, we strive to make tall,
Those naturally large we develop in small.
This is listed as progress, but progress to what?
The progress is only to what we aint' got!

Robert Pries lives in High Ridge, Missouri - Zone 5/6 in the
northern part of the Ozark Mountains on the south edge of St
Louis)

He writes:
The scientific name was recently changed from
Belamcanda chinensis to Iris domestica so it really
is an Iris! In the Missouri Ozarks there are a few
locations I know where they have been able to selfsow and maintain a rather small population of say a
dozen individuals. They do respond nicely to good
garden soil. They come from short grass/desert
areas in China and Mongolia and so can tolerate
drought given a clay soil.
Iris domestica and Iris dichotoma have been crossed
several times and Park Seed introduced the hybrids
as candy lilies. To get an early start, seed can be
sown inside in late winter, the seeds do not need
stratification although I have to admit I have had
times when they seemed difficult to germinate but
usually they come up easily. The hybrids range
from a seed strain of dwarfs being offered by the
wholesale Bluebeard Nurseries in Nebraska which
are only a foot tall to giants 3-4ft tall. Joe Pye Weed
nursery offers named varieties created by Darrel
Probst some have flowers 2-4 inches across and as
many as 100 flowers per stalk (how’s that for
branching). Although they can tolerate extreme
conditions some gardeners have had trounle
keeping them. Perhaps they were getting too much
shade.

The Book Shelf
Looking for something to read over the long, cold
winter? Check out some of the iris books available
on-line at www.chapters.ca / www.amazon.ca, etc:
The Gardener’s Iris Book
by William Shear (1992) Taunton Press.
176 pages of information, everything one needs to
know in order to grow iris successfully. Beautiful
color photographs throughout. #1
Irises (Gardener's Guide to Growing Series)
By Geoff Stebbings, (2001) Timber Press, 160 p.
Practical advice on irises' special garden use, cultivation, propagation, and pest and disease control. Illustrated with superbly detailed photographs, it will delight iris lovers and perhaps even inspire a new generation of iris growers. #2
Irises -A Gardener's Encyclopedia
by Claire Austin (2005) Timber Press, 340 p.
The most comprehensive and up-to-date encyclopedia
of irises available. Over 1100 photos illustrate the diversity of this beautiful genus. Features both historic
and modern irises of all sizes from miniature and
dwarf varieties to the stately tall beardeds along with
cultural advice. #3

(Editor’s Note: Since I know some members grow this one, I
thought it might be of interest. BJ)

Did you know …
… Chuck Chapman has registered 88 varieties from
1994 to 2005? The majority are SDBs (66), with a
smattering of TBs (11), MDBs (4), IBs (2), BBs (2),
MTB (1), Spec (1), AB (1).
… Sylvia Chapman has registered 2 SDB varieiteis?
Skydancer was registered in 1996 and Herbal Tea in
2001.
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daffodils. The foliage provides a lush backdrop and
shelter for annuals.

Beausejour Daylily Gardens
By: Carol Bender

I recently visited several communities involved in the
Communities in Bloom program. It is great to see people are finding ways to protect the environment and
beautify their community. Please get involved. Help
create an Iris Display Garden in your community.
Share your wealth of gardening expertise and a few
irises. Of course that will create an empty space in
your garden, one that has to be filled with new iris.

Snow has arrived and banished the final splash of colour
from Morden mums in the Beausejour Daylily Gardens.
This two-acre community garden has something blooming
from spring to snowfall.
The Zone 2b Beausejour Daylily Gardens is the only
American Hemerocallis Society (AHS) Display Garden on
the prairies; the perfect place to test any tree or plant. It is
also home to the most amazing collection of iris and peonies. Checking the flowers has become a daily routine for
locals, and a destination for tourists. We anticipate 3000
visitors in 2008.

It is impossible to choose a most favourite iris. One favourite is “Grandma‘s Hat”, then it’s the hardy drifts of
Cupid’s Choice, or Show Me Yellow. I can’t resist a
tall bearded iris – Eleanor’s Pride, Superstition, Tomorrow’s Child. And finally, how can you say no to a
bunch of Zulu, a dark brown spuria that stops visitors in
their tracks.

The Gardens rest on impermeable clay soil. This year the
water table was just below the grass. Actually, it was several inches above the grass for a few weeks. Anything not
planted on the berm or in the 12,000 sq. ft. of raised beds
suffered or drowned. In spite of that, we added over 90
iris cultivars. Our goal is to become an official Iris Display Garden.

If you don’t have any spuria iris, get some. They are
the last iris to bloom. They stand about 4 ft tall and are
dramatic bones for any garden.

Early 2008 visitors will enjoy over 300 iris cultivars, with
companion peonies, lupines, lilac, mock orange, crabapple, and cherry blossoms. Iris start blooming in May,
peak in June, and finish in July; usually in order of height.
The first splash of colour comes from SDB(8-15”), followed by the medians, border, and intermediates (14 –
28”), the dashing TB’s (>27”), a few Siberians in the low
areas, some persistent pseudacorus, and finally the stately
spurias (3’-5’).

There is one travel package you can’t afford to miss.
Imagine no passport, no border crossing hassles. You
set the schedule. Plan self-guided day trips in June,
July and August to the fabulous Beausejour Daylily
Gardens.
It is just 30 minutes east of Winnipeg on
Hwy 44.

The shorter irises are featured in clumps along the front of
the raised beds, and around the lawn checkers area. The
Gardens are exposed to wind from all directions so plants
that survive are truly hardy. Plants are set back a foot
from the open edge of the stone retaining wall to trap snow
for winter cover.

Below is an iris from the gardens photographed by artist
Andrzej Pluta for the Beausejour Daylily Garden

Contact beausejourdlg@mts.net for a guided tour or to
arrange side trips.

The focal point of the park is a 50 ft. circular bed that is
divided by four arches, the perfect frame for wedding photos.
Tall bearded irises are planted in raised beds along the perimeter of the Gardens. Heavy, wet soil claimed some, but
the survivors were gorgeous.
Intermediate irises are planted in drifts between banks of
daylilies in the feature beds throughout the Gardens.
They are hardy and prolific, perfect for public plantings.
They look great with clumps of tulips, lupines, and
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Tips and Tricks
By Len Giesbrecht

Yes, there still are bargains out there.

years ago and it didn't work. Well, I had a different plan
this time, I thought that if the iris rhizomes could survive
being dried out and then come back to life if planted earlier in the season maybe they could handle staying dried
out a few months longer till the spring.

I'm sure we have all been at one of those "Big
Box" stores in the fall and seen the displays of
fall bulbs, the displays usually have some of
those dried out iris rhizomes in mesh bags this
type of store tends to sell in the fall. We may
look at them, attracted by the beautiful photos,
but put them back knowingly saying… no, it's
much too late to plant irises… they would never
survive the winter.

My wife Rita packs our callas, cannas and dahlias in a
cardboard box separated by layers of vermiculite for the
winter. She dries out the roots for a week or so, puts a
layer of vermiculite in the bottom and fills it with layers
of roots and vermiculite. She then stores them in the
basement in the coolest spot she can find. We check
them every month or so to make sure there is no rot
starting, seldom does.

A few years ago I threw caution to the winds,
thinking the price just too appealing not to try
over wintering them. Marked down to 50 percent off…!!!!!.... I couldn't say no. I purchased
some, took them home and planted some in a
protected spot in the garden and in another approach potted up some in one gallon pots and
buried them in another spot.

With the irises, of course, we didn't have to dry them but
we packed them the same way. This last spring I potted
them up in my greenhouse at the end of March and I had
about a 95 percent survival rate. That's 50 cents a
plant… yes! They didn't bloom this year but they had a
whole year to get established and I'm sure next year will
be in full bloom. Lots of great irises for the garden or to
use as traders.

I covered them with lots of bagged leaves and
felt I had done all I could to ensure their survival. The following spring I watched with interest as the snow melted and everything
greened up. Out of about 20 Irises, 18 never
even made an effort and the other 2 did start to
green up but didn't last a month. Ok, I thought,
an interesting experiment but I didn't really
t h i n k
i t
w o u l d
w o r k .

So, as I stated in the beginning of this article… there are
still bargains out there…. You just have to put in a little
more effort to find them and ensure they will survive.

Last fall when I passed by one of those displays
again and saw the 2 for $6.49 irises I just
walked on by. We were in the midst of a home
improvement project and when at the same
store a week or two later I saw they were
marked down to 50 percent off I did stop to
look but said, "No… been there, done that". Another week or so, must have been the end of
September I saw they were marked down to
$1.00 a package… that was 50 cents
each…!!!!... I couldn't walk by this time, I
bought all I could find.
When I got home the wife said to me… what
are you thinking….???.... you tried that a few

(Editor's Note: I decided to try this method with a dozen or so divisions I found in the garage while cleaning it out last month. I'm
skeptical but willing to try anything that will save me space under
the lights next winter.)

————————

Did you know …
...Iris versicolor or “flag” iris has also been known as
the liver lily??? Its dried and powdered rhizomes were
traditionally believed to be an excellent remedy for impurities of the blood and diseases of the liver. Its many
other uses in folk medicine included the treatment of
skin diseases, rheumatism, and even syphilis.
...The rhizomes of Iris versicolor can be dangerously
toxic, as is indicated by one of its other names, poison
flag???
...Iris versicolor is the provincial flower of Quebec,
having replaced the Madonna lily which is not native
to the province.
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Intermediate Bearded Iris Survival
By: El Hutchison

I was collecting all of this information for myself only, so I decided to share it here with you. My collection, surpassing the 1,000 mark in 2007, is too large to include all classes, so this article only relates to
Intermediate Bearded iris. This is not a scientific study, but rather just my own observations and experience, based on over 20 years of documenting my irises.
I select many of my new iris purchases on how well a breeders plants have fared in my yard in previous
years, but had to hunt down the hybridizer information each year, since I was always too busy to update
my database. It was a paper war that had no end. Even so, I began to see a trend, especially over the last
few years, in both survival rates and my preferences, so last winter I updated my entire online database
with as much additional info as I could find.
All new irises are planted in my raised nursery beds, just using ordinary topsoil. There is no coddling or
special treatment other than that, aside from quarter strength liquid alfalfa or sheep manure in spring after growth starts, but only if I find the time. Snow is the only mulch. I'll give any plant 3 chances, then
consider it does not survive here and it's off my list. Based on that, the ones that have died over winter
and still haven't been replaced are also not included here. I find if they survive our spring and late frosts,
the survival rate is high. Once they've bloomed, and I'm sure their id is correct, they get moved into the
landscape.
An interesting aside is that I also discovered that while many median and dwarf iris survived, some
breeder's TB's didn't always make it. Also interesting for me to note was which breeder's irises I was attracted to without initially knowing the breeder name.
Most of these irises I've had for at least 5 years.
See the table on the next page for variety and hybridizer data.
Eleanor Hutchison
MIS Display Garden
Ste Anne, Manitoba, Canada Z3
(Reprinted with permission from The Medianite, Fall 2006)

Raspberry Blush

Apache Warrior
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Red Zinger

HYBRIDIZER NAME

NEW 2005

NEW 2006

Aitken

Dark Waters,
Fast Forward

Double Your Fun,
Fresh Insight,
Many Maholos,
Waxen Image

Levity, Smitten Kitten,
Hellcat, Pink Pele, Flambe,
Hot Spice, Maui Moonlight,
Champagne Encore

Bartlett
Black

Captain Indigo
Photo Op

Blyth

Imperative,
Sinister Desire
Strawberry Love,
Wind Spirit, Zing Me,
Moondella, Wild Lad

Erect, Abbey, In A Flash,
Red Zinger, Bold Statement, All Abuzz
Dreamstate, Graduate,
Swing School, Tickle The
Ivories, Touch of Blarney,
Micro Magic

Boushay

Appleblossom Pink

Brown

Arctic Fancy

Byers

Low Ho Silver

Ensminger

Az Ap, Blue Eyed Blonde

Gatty

Broadway Baby, Rare Edition Verse

Hager

Butter Pecan, Hot Fudge

Hamblen

Raspberry Blush

Innerst
F. Jones

Carriwitched, Bunnicula,
Frothinslosh
Blessed Again

E. Jones

Bold Stroke, Country Dance

B. Jones

California Style

Kasperek

Gnu Rayz

Keppel

Alpha Gnu, Aardvark Anticz,
Blueberry Fillie
Galway, Perfume Shop

Lankow

Cee Jay, Ask Alma

Country DJ

Hot Pursuit
Willow Ware

Hackmatack

Nichols

Rodeo Clown

Palmer

Dumbledore

Fruit Cocktail
Late Night Girl

Bluebird In Flight, Honey
Glazed, Prince of Burgundy
Blue Calico, Sea Patrol

Dancing Clouds

Cheers, Pacifier

Miller
Niswonger

Apache Warrior

Western Sage

Kiowa Moon

M. Smith

Blackcurrent,
Ming

Blitzen, Dragonmaster,
Delirium, Starwoman,
Bering Sea, Sailor,
Oblivion

Sutton

Agatha Christie

Willott

Magic Bubbles

Persian Wood
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Nordic Crystal

Galway

Hell Cat

Smitten Kitten

Fast Forward
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Top Performers for 2007
By B. J. Jackson

I had no idea what I was getting myself into when I suggested a CWIS Popularity Poll for top performing
iris in member gardens. After reviewing submissions, no less than 16 members sent in at least 1 and in
some cases many more of their favorite top performers. What a job! But, on the other hand, it was also a
learning experience for me. To see what other people had chosen, to see the regional differences in their
choices, and to see how varied are our preferences from across the prairies and into Ontario. It has
definitely been an eye-opening experience. I wonder what we will all choose next year???
First, I started out with just a list of varieties across classifications. For identification purposes only named
varieties were considered. I also chose to include one NOID whose identity was an either/or.
In total, there were 67 different varieties submitted representing TBs, IBs, BBs, SDBs, MDBs, Siberians
and Species. Out of those 67 different varieties, only 5 received more than one vote. In the following
pages, are selected photos of varieities mentioned and unless otherwise indicated, the photos are mine.
Without question, SDB Forever Blue, (Chapman, 1996) is number one (Photo page 10). It received 4 votes
and most of the comments that came with it indicated that it was chosen because of its rebloom
characteristic, something that is if not rare, at least uncommon, on the prairies. This one rebloomed in
several locations in Alberta and Manitoba this year and put on a real show in Manitoba and Ontario.
Tied for second with two votes each were the following:
MDB Forever Violet (Chapman, 2002) (Photo page 10)
SDB Blueberry Tart (Chapman, 2002) (Photo page 12)
SDB Hoodlum (Keppell, 1996) (Photo page 10)
SDB Autumn Embers (Chapman, 1996) (Photo page 11)
I definitely see a pattern here. With one exception, the CWIS top performers of 2007 were all introductions
of our very own Canadian hybridizer Chuck Chapman! Comments received for all of the above four
indicated that they were chosen for reblooming ability, rate of increase or general all around form,
uniqueness, and beauty. A tribute, indeed, to Mr. Chapman and his work.
Individually, I was most impressed by the time and attention members devoted to this task. Below are
individual choices from members as well as any comments they chose to share. These are listed in order of
the provinces, from west to east. Those varieties referred to in the top 5 above I did not repeat hybridizer or
year of introduction information. This is already long enough as it is!
My thanks to all who participated!
From Alberta, we have:
Ann Conway::
- TB Mrs. Andrist (Fryer, 1919) – Tops for fragrance, reliability, toughness, strong stalks and their free and
long-blooming habit! All round great iris. (Photo page 11)
- TB Primrose (Sturtevant, 1925) – Just getting established, no not a lot of blooms, but those that were there
were lovely, fresh, and longlasting.
- TB President Pilkington – Fairly large blooms of unusual color. Distinctive, subtle and very Cayeux!
(Editor’s Note: Cayeux is a world renowned iris hybridizing family from France.)
(Continued on page 9)
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- Iris pallida and Iris pallida Variegata (Species) – Tall robust plants with good sized blooms. Reliable,
beautiful classic flowers with a strong grape-like scent.
- TB Queen of May (Salter, pre-1859) – Beautiful pinkish-violet flowers, very striking! Light, sweet scent.
Ann also included two ‘Honorable Mentions’. TBs MaMie (Cayeux, 1906) and Coronation (Moore, 1927).
Jodi Horne:
- SDB Forever Blue - rebloomed
- SDB Royal Overtime (Chapman, 2000)
- SDB Sparks Fly (Black, 2000) (Photo page 12)
- SDB Jewel Baby (E. Hall, 1984) (Photo page 12)
- SDB Persian Carpet (Chapman, 2000)
Shauna Willoughby:
- SDB Forever Blue – rebloomed
From Saskatchewan:
Debby Nelson:
- SDB Near Myth (Aitken, 1998)
- SDB Paradigm Shift (Chapman, 2006)
- TB Tiger Honey (Kasperek, 1993)

- SDB Snow Tree (Sobek, 1990)
- BB Eramosa Miss (Chapman, 1998)

From Manitoba:
Valerie Denesiuk:
TB Loop The Loop (Shreiner’s, 1973) – Bloomed like mad in two different clumps
TB Rock Star (Byers, 1990)
TB Prince of Darkness (no registration information available)
Sandy Eggertson:
TB Moomba (Blyth, 1985)
- SDB Ageless (Ensminger, 1993)
MDB Alpine Lake (Willott, 1980)
Len Giesbrecht:
- TB Copatonic (Blyth, 1994)
- TB Collette Thurillet (J. Cayeux, 1991)
- SDB Hoodlum
- SDB Forever Blue
- IB Sinister Desire (Black, 1998) (Photo page 11)
El Hutchison:
- SDB Forever Blue – rebloomed at least 3 times in various locations throughout the garden
- SDB Blueberry Tart – rebloomed almost continuously from the end of July to October.
- MDB Forever Violet – rebloomed this year for the first time.
- SDB Wizard of Hope (Chapman, 2001) – rebloomed this year for the first time
- SIB Dreaming Yellow (C. McEwen, 1969) – rebloomed for the first time this year.
Irene Hyland:
- TB Song of Norway
- TB Churchill Downs
- MDB Tooth Fairy
- SDB Cherry Garden
B. J. Jackson:
- MDB Green Eyes (Vivian Grapes, 1955) – A very good year and a very great iris. It bloomed from midMay to late June. A spectacular performance! (Photo page 11)
- MDB Bitsy Blue (Lynda Miller, 1991) – Quickly forms a carpet of light blue blooms of shimmery light
blue, outstanding. (Photo page 12)
- IB Hackmatack (Sterling Innerst, 1996) – Received as an extra, this one has outperformed most other IBs
in the garden, fast increaser, too.
- SDB Forever Blue – no rebloom but it was wonderful just the same
- SDB Indian Art (B. Jones, 2003) – Uniqueness of color combination is amazing.
Deb Petrie:
- NOID (either Superstition or Study in Black)
- MTB Bold Imp (Fisher, 1993)
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- SDB Hoodlum
- TB Battle Star (Osborne, 1979)
Naomi Wiebe:
- TB Jesse’s Song (Williamson, 1979)
- TB Vision in Pink (Wood, 1986)

- SDB Summer Fruit (Niswonger, 1994)

- Eagle’s Flight (Schreiner's, 1985)

From Ontario
Kate Brewitt:
- MDB Forever Violet – it bloomed and bloomed and bloomed.
- SDB Yippy Skippy (Black, 1998) – A reliable performer. Never fails to please. Beautiful center that seems
to flow in all kinds of weather.
- SDB Gingerbread Man (B. Jones, 1968) – Usually I.m not fussy about this one as I don’t like the colour
combinations however, for some reason, the colours were stunning this year. And, it bloomed and bloomed
and bloomed.
- IB Overtone (Dubose, 1971) – This one was slated for the composter…the colours were drab and unexciting,
however, like Gingerbread Man, for some reason the colours were stunning this year. The composter will
have to wait.
- MDB Lemon Puff (Dunbar, 1964) – Given that the clump was old and needed dividing, this one wouldn’t
stop blooming. Just when I thought it was done, it would send out another bloom stalk.
Val Giroux
- SDB Pink Latte (Aitken, 2006) – it bloomed thoughout most of the entire bloom season of the dwarfs and the
tall beardeds….very cute…(Photo page 11)
- SDB Absolute Joy (Aitken, 2006) – gorgeous color, lots of babies (Photo page 11)
- IB Starwoman (Marky Smith, 1997) – tough little babe…great happy rhizomes…
- TB Aardvark Lark (Black, 2002) – great color and formed a nice clump
- TB Matt McNames (Meek, 2000) – very nice TB
David Jewell:
- SDB Autumn Embers (Photo page 11)
- TB Honky Tonk Blues (Schreiner’s, 1988)
- SDB Blueberry Tart
Berni Robichaud:
- TB Sargent Preston (Chapman, 2000)
- TB Alpenview (Keppel, 2002)
- IB Dreamstate (Blyth, 2005)
- IB Endless Moments (Blyth 2005)
- SDB Narnia (S. Innert, 1984)
- MDB Compact Buddy (Lynda Miller, 1996)
Others on Berni’s list included:
- TB Olympiad (Ghio, 1983)
- IB Romeo’s Passion (Blyth, 2003)
- SDB Guise (Blyth, 2005)
- SDB Tuscanna (Blyth, 2005)

SDB Forever Blue

SDB Hoodlum
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MDB Forever Violet

←
SDB
Autumn
Embers
Photo:
David
Jewell

SDB Absolute Joy

←
TB
Mrs.
Andrist
Photo:
Ann
Conway

SDB Pink Latte
Photo: Val Giroux

←
IB
Sinister
Desire
Photo:
Sandy
Eggertson
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MDB Bitsy Blue

TB French Perfume

←
SDB
Blueberry
Tart

←
SDB
Cherry
Garden

←
SDB
Jewel
Baby

←
SDB
Sparks
Fly
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