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Update From the Organizing Committee
It has been a very long, very snowy and very cold winter and for the most of us in CWIS lands,
bare ground has not yet been seen. But, the calendar says it is Spring, so it is time to THINK
SPRING!
Your Organizing Committee has not been idle during this "down time" and we have lots of news
to share with you.
CWIS has been accepted as an AIS affiliate from Region 16 as of January 2009. And, in keeping
with our new status, we will once again be hosting an iris show in 2009 and telling everyone
about it! The second annual show will be happening on Saturday, June 13th, 2009 at the
Bourkevale Community Centre located at 100 Ferry Road in Winnipeg. So mark your calendars!
Accompanying this newsletter is a copy of the approved Show Schedule so you can start
planning for the perfect stem(s) to bring in and show. We learned a lot in 2008 and have tried to
make it easier for exhibitors by refining the sections and class structures. We are also very
pleased to have a new award sponsor this year, OnRussell Gardens’ Dave Jewell. Thanks to
Dave and OnRussell for their support.
Our own Kate Brewitt (Region 16 RVP) of Aurora ON will be at the show to assist El Hutchison
with judging her very first show as a fully qualified AIS Garden/Exhibition judge. She will also
be providing additional judges training to apprentice and candidate judges.
So, here comes the plea for your help! Once again we are going to need your support; as an
exhibitor, a volunteer and perhaps even both! See page 2 for volunteer opportunities, and pages 3
and 4 to see a condensed version of last year’s show preparation articles. In the near future (read
when our webmaster extraordinaire is able), I hope to have our website updated for 2009 in the
hope of encouraging more members and friends to participate in the show as exhibitors. We had
110 stems shown last year and 11 exhibitors but there is always room for more!
The Rhizome Sale Committee, too, has been hard a work over the winter. There is some exciting
news for the spring sale at the show on pages 4 and 5. If all goes well and we expect it will, we
hope the sale at the show will become an annual event, too. In other Rhizome Sale Committee
news, the summer sale vendor has been chosen and I think you all will be pleased. There is more
information on the summer sale and the vendor chosen inside (page 14).

In response to several requests from members, your editor has sought out and received
permission to reprint a most excellent species iris article by Carol Lankow, acknowledged
species iris expert. See pages 6 and 7 for it. We are hoping to be able to round up more articles
on other species for future newsletters.
Our member profile this time is of Shelley Herman of Anaheim SK. Read all about the evolution
of her garden and see some wonderful photos starting on page 8. It was extremely hard to pick
just a sampling of the pictures she sent for you to see. I'd really love to see her garden in person!
And, finally, Sandy Venton has graciously provided us with a review of the book: Classic Iris
and the Men and Women who Created Them by Clarence Mahan. If you remember last issue,
Ann Conway referred to this book in her article on historic iris. It can be found on page 8.
As always, we are here to make CWIS what you, our members, want it to be. If you have any
suggestions, advice, ideas for articles, if you’d like to write an article yourself, or anything else,
please let us know
So, get out your favorite beverage, sit back, relax and read all about it!
Jennifer Bishop - jennifer@dataways.com
B. J. Jackson – jacksonb@mts.net
El Hutchison – eleanore@mts.net
Deb Petrie – petrie@mts.net

CWIS 2nd Annual Show
Volunteer Opportunities Available
Saturday, June 13th 2009 - Bourkevale Community Centre
Volunteers are needed for the following areas and times at the show to ensure a smooth
running show experience.
If you can help out, please contact B. J. Jackson.at
jacksonb@mts.net:
Exhibitor Registration (8:30 to 10:30 a.m.)
Classification (8:30 to 10:30 a.m.)
Clerks for Judges (10:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon)
Information/Membership Table (1 to 4 p.m.)
Sale Table (1 p.m. to 4 p.m.)
Court of Honor Set Up (10:30 a.m.)
Show Take Down (3:30 to 5 p.m.)
If you have any specific requests for where you would like to volunteer, please indicate this.
If you don't have any preference, we will fill you in where needed. Come on out and support
the Show and CWIS.
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Show Tips!
The second annual CWIS Iris Show is being held on Saturday, June 13th at the Bourkevale
Community Centre, 100 Ferry Road in Winnipeg MB. To help get yourself ready to exhibit that
perfect iris stem you have grown and nurtured, below is an itemized list of things to consider..
Stuff you will need:
•
•
•
•
•

bottles, buckets, and/or boxes to contain and keep the irises as still as possible between
home and show
a sharp knife and scissors to cut stalks and trim foliage as needed
small paintbrush to flick off any remaining inhabitants
cotton balls/Q-tips to clean off spider webs and fingerprints
a pen and a name/address inking stamp or labels to fill out entry tags

The club will provide on show morning:
•
•
•
•
•

show schedules
entry tags and rubber bands
appropriate containers for exhibits
wedging material for fitting loose stalks firmly into the containers
water

In selecting and cutting stalks, either the night before or the morning of the show, select stalks
with well-displayed blooms in good condition. Don't cut anything YOU didn't grow. Cut stalks
horizontally, at ground level, because an iris doesn't balance well on a slanted cut. Put some kind
of IDENTIFIER on each stalk BEFORE YOU CUT ANOTHER. Gently remove insects and
spent blooms.
Remember that a stalk without an open bloom can't be judged. If you cut your stalks the night
before, store them in cold water in a cold dark place to keep them as is, or in (very) warm water
in a warm, brightly lit area to speed their development. In either case, store them UPRIGHT.
Note also, that blooms will turn toward a light source.
Transporting Entries To The Show:
Choose containers for the stalks and carriers for the containers to keep the stalks relatively still,
and far enough from each other and everything else, to minimize damage. Whatever system you
use, be very careful putting things into your vehicle and taking them out. Door frames and
windshields can be closer than you think! And allow extra time in case you need to drive a little
slower than usual with that precious cargo.
At The Show
The preparation area will have worktables, water, containers for the exhibits, entry tags and
supplies. If you haven't yet registered as an exhibitor, see the person at the Registration table and
get your exhibitor number (goes on each of your entry tags!).
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•
•
•
•
•

Get a container of the appropriate size (they vary) for each of your exhibits
Fill out an entry tag (both halves!) for each of your exhibits. Rubber-band each tag onto
the container
PARTIALLY fill each container with water
Insert irises. Wedge stalks into the containers as needed to keep the desired aspect of the
stalk faced the same way as the entry tag
Finish grooming each entry. Yes, you CAN (and should) remove spent blooms, so that
their absence isn't obvious and their presence doesn’t deter the presentation. Yes, you
CAN trim off damaged or diseased areas of remaining leaves; follow the general contour
of the leaf when scissoring. Be sure to get rid of all the livestock (the paintbrush tip
works well for this), and to wipe off (with the cotton ball or Q-tip) any fingerprints you
may have left. Judges DO look at that little stuff.

Whether you or the show places your entries, try to leave enough time before the judging at
10:45 a.m. to be sure all your entries are where they should be and looking as you intended. It's
YOUR work, from planting to placing on the table, that's being judged. Attention to detail IS
noticed by the judges.
Be sure to come back before 4 p.m.to pick up your stems and your ribbons. If not claimed, they
will be disposed of by the Show Committee.
It is going to be a wonderful day and following the plan makes it easier on everybody. Can’t
wait to see you and your iris show day!.

NEWS FLASH!!!
SALE TABLE AT THE SHOW
(By B. J. Jackson)

If you were at last year’s show, you must have noticed the flurry of activity in one corner of the
room. That was the Sale Table where rhizomes were being sold fast and furiously. Because of
its success, the Organizing Committee has decided to go with it again this year with an even
more special offering!
We have scored a coup and through a special purchasing arrangement, have been able to secure a
very limited number of Siberian iris! From hybridizers Jan Sachs and Marty Schafer of Joe Pye
Weed Gardens, most if not all, have NEVER before been seen on the prairies. What we’re
getting for varieties hasn’t been confirmed 100% and will depend on their spring weather, but
we have been promised newer introductions in a variety of the colors available in the Siberian
palette. Prices will range from $9 to $40 with the majority being under $15.
Because there are so few available, we have had to place some restrictions on purchasing. One
division of each variety per member will be allowed in order to get the best distribution. Out of
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town members are encouraged to participate by arranging with other members who will be in
attendance to be their very own ‘personal shopper’. Any personal shopper purchasing for an out
of town member may also get one additional division of each variety while they last. Financial
and other arrangements are the responsibility of the shopper and the out of town member.
Jan and Marty believe, as do many cold zone Siberian growers, that Spring is THE time to plant
Siberian iris. It allows them time to settle in and develop a good root system before the cold
prairie winter set in. For this reason, we have decided to make them available in Spring as the
hybridizers intended. If out-of-towners are unable to find their own personal shopper, please
contact Deb Petrie at petrie@mts.net and she may be able to help you out.
In addition, we will also be conducting a Raffle for one division of the highest priced Siberian,
Sugar Rush, a Sachs/Schafer introduction from 2008. This one has been confirmed! Tickets
will be available at $5 each or 3 for $10.

SUGAR RUSH - '08, M, 27". Watermelon pink amoena with blue and purple wash on the styles, cheery yellow signals,
and yellow highlights on pearly standards. The color of the falls can open several shades darker or lighter depending on
the weather. The clump is compact, blooming just above the foliage, 3 buds per stalk. (From JPW Catalogue 2009) Canadian value is $40.

In addition to this most special offering, we will also have some wonderful bearded iris rhizomes
available at a very reasonable price.
So, while visiting the show, and after you have seen all the wonderful iris on exhibit, drop by the
sale table and check it out. We hope to see you there.
Did You Know???

... if, you write the cultivar name on the leaves when moving irises you might find

that the leaf dries and curls before you get back to it for potting or whatever and it

won’t unfurl to read the name. Just soak the leaf in water and it will open up for you.
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About Iris tectorum
(By: Carla Lankow)

A member of the section Lophiris, Iris tectorum is still often referred to as an Evansia Iris which
was the designation given to all the crested iris by Salisbury in 1812 to honor Thomas Evans
who introduced one of the crested species to cultivation in England. The plant of I. tectorum
somewhat resembles a bearded iris. I. tectorum does not have a bright signal patch as many of
the beardless irises do, nor does it have a beard on the falls. In place of the beard or signal I.
tectorum has a crest, a cockscomb or raised ridge of petal like material. This crest is the
distinguishing characteristic of this group of irises.

I. tectorum
ÅÅÅ

The fans of I. tectorum consist of wide leaves of a rather thin texture and are heavily ribbed.
Each leaf is about 1 1/2 inches wide. The whole plant is a little over 1 foot tall. The rhizomes are
fat and look much like a bearded iris rhizome. The flower stems are sometimes branched and
carry 2 or 3 flowers from each set of spathes. The flowers are about the largest of this section,
being 3 to 4 inches across. The falls are flared and the standards open outwards rather than being
upright.
The color range of this iris is limited to slightly varying shades of lavender with dark purple
spotting on the falls. The form grown by Aitken's Salmon Creek Garden has much heavier
spotting than most forms. Dr. Waddick collected a plant in the Woolong area of China with
wider petals. However, there is usually little variation in color and form in this species except for
a pure white form that is quite spectacular and generally comes true from seed. The I. tectorum
with variegated leaves just offered this year by an east coast grower is reported to be an iffy
grower. If it grows well in our climate it should be a showy addition to our shade gardens.

I. tectorum 'variegata'

I. tectorum 'alba'
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I. tectorum is native to central and southwestern China but has been cultivated for so long in
China and Japan that the boundaries of its original habitat are clouded. The women of Japan use
the powdered rhizomes as a face powder. Because land was at such a premium all of it was used
for food crops. The Japanese women not wanting to give up their cosmetics began to grow the
iris on the thatched roofs. It has been grown there for centuries and is commonly known as the
"Roof Iris". It is also thought to ward of evil spirits and is said to help hold the thatch together.
We will probably never know which of these reasons was the original one that elevated I.
tectorum to the roof tops.
As a garden plant I. tectorum is superior. It will grow in full sun or full shade. In full sun I feel
the leaves bleach a bit and are not as deep a green. In full shade mine grow and bloom well but
might do better in half shade. All of the iris in the crested group are plants liking woodland
conditions. A rich soil high in humus kept slightly moist at all times is to their liking. They are
all heavy feeders so a dressing of compost or manure in fall and a bit of low nitrogen (5-10-10)
fertilizer in the spring is beneficial. These are the optimum conditions but I have seen I. tectorum
growing in full sun, in heavy shade, baked dry at times and still blooming well. It is a very
adaptable and sturdy plant.
The one problem with this plant is that it often becomes virused which causes yellowing and
streaking in the leaves and a general decline in the plant. If this happens, save seed and start a
new plant as plants started from seed will be virus free. Then destroy the old plant. Plant the new
seedlings in a different place from where the virused plant was growing. This happened to my
white form once but the new seedlings I have been growing for six or seven years have remained
virus free and they are only about ten feet from where the old plant was.
This article originally appeared in the newsletter of the King County Iris Society,
September 1997.
Reprinted with permission.
(Editor's Note: Carla gardens in the Pacific Northwest region of the US)
A Note on Hardiness. Everyone seems to agree that ‘alba’ is not as hardy as either ‘variegata’
or the species. It is listed in various places from zones 6 to 8 and 5 to 9. The ‘variegata’ and
species forms are listed variably from 4-9, 6 - 10 and 4 – 8 so it is anyone’s guess whether it
will survive or not. I guess I will have to try it out!
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Classic Irises and the Men and Women Who Created Them by Clarence E. Mahan
(By Sandy Venton)
This book is not for the fainthearted! But if you love irises and are interested in the various species and the
people who hybridized them in order to give us the beautiful range of colours, shapes and sizes that may be
found in the iris group, then you will enjoy this book.
Clarence E. Mahan has written a scholarly tome, weighty in both size and content. He is a recognized
authority on irises and has received a number of awards from various iris societies. His love of the genus is
obvious by the amount of time he has spent in researching the various iris species and hybridizers from
around the world. I am amazed at the quality of his research and his delving into history in order to track
down people long gone.
The names of people such as William Rickatson Dykes, Mrs. Horace Darwin, John Salter, Bertrand Farr,
Van Tubergen and others should be familiar to most iris lovers. The names of the irises Mrs. Andrist,
Black Prince, Quaker Lady, Brising, Sikh and others might not be so familiar, but each one has a history as
fascinating as any historical novel.
You won’t find pictures of modern irises, and any hopes of seeing what might be construed as a picture
gallery of irises will soon be dashed, however, the name of almost all of the chapters contains the name of a
classic iris and its hybridizer which makes it irresistible to read and difficult to put aside. I was also
gratified to note that a number of iris hybridizers were also rose fanciers, which simply proves to me that
most people who grow and love roses, also grow and love irises.
If you are at all interested in irises, the forebearers of the modern irises and the people who spent their
lives and fortunes in the breeding of the “fleur de lis”, this book is one that will never grow old or
out of date.

• Hardcover: 418 pages
• ISBN: 1575242818

• Publisher: Krieger Publishing Company; (November 6, 2006)
• Price: Amazon.ca ($113)

MEMBER PROFILE!
My Gardening Years
(By: Shelley Herman)

Growing up on a farm in central Saskatchewan meant that I had no choice in the matter whether I
wanted to garden when I was younger. My mother had a green thumb and grew an enormous
vegetable garden, plus she loved her flowers.
It was just second nature when I left home and got married to follow in her footsteps. At first I
didn’t have the greatest success with anything. But in the learning curves, I found out that even
failure itself is a success. ….You know what not to do the next time around.
I still grow a vegetable garden, although it isn’t as large as it used to be. Three of my five
children have left the nest and I do not need to can/freeze as much anymore. I love my
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raspberries and grow them at the edge of my garden. Several years ago I planted a row of the
sour cherries and I can’t wait until they really start producing.
It wasn’t until the early 90’s that I really started adding perennial flowers to my yard. I think
moving to a new home gave me inspiration to try more variety of plants. Annuals had been my
favorite for years because they tend to flower longer but I now grow my annuals mostly in pots.
And, I start the majority of them myself from seed. In February/ March I start my annual seeds. I
use a heating mat and usually have very good germination. I put them under lights by my patio
window in my dining room. My favorites are Dianthus, Wave or trailing types of Petunias,
Osteospermums, Lobelia, Armaranthus, Brachyochrome and Bacopa. This year I am trying
Daylilies, Hibiscus, trailing Snapdragons and Zinnias, as well as a variety of climbers at my
mothers request.

I have sowed quite a few different things in the past as well....if it looks pretty I try it... but I
usually I stick to my favorites.
In the past I have winter-sowed quite a few of my perennials. I plant my seeds in milk jugs and
throw them outside when there seems to be a nicer spell in January or February. Even some
Siberian Iris seed took off quite well. I took a break this winter as I have to make more beds or
ditch some plants.(The latter of which I am not willing to do.)
My beds are overflowing with perennials. Following are my favorites….but I do grow many
others.
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The Rose Garden
I planted my first rose bush John Cabot in 1990. It was a birthday present from my mother. How
many people can tell you what they received for their birthday 19 years previously? It was love
at first sight. I was hooked. I wonder if my mother knew the obsession it would become or the
havoc she just created with my Visa. Around six years ago I started planning for my “rose
garden” directly behind my house. I did a lot of research through books and the internet to find
out which ones would make it in my zone. There are roughly 120 bushes in this bed now. But a
huge extension was done last fall. I’m itching to fill it in this spring. I have 140 + bushes in
total with 83 different varieties. I have lost just two to winter kill in all the years of growing
roses. Not too bad of a success story in my eyes.
Big and bold is a trait I like. Peonies fit the bill perfectly. Their fragrance brings back memories
of exploring in my grandmothers garden. I don’t have as many as I would like,, but every fall I
add a few more. I do have some unknown varieties from my grandmother’s garden. They are
lovely and I will have a reminder of her when she is gone.

Grandma's NOID
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White Cap

Lilies are another obsession. I started with the Asiatics and then the LA hybrids. The last couple
years I have been adding martagons and more tender varieties like Orienpets, OA hybrids and
Aureleans. I have a corner bed that majority of my lilies are planted in. But after experiencing
fusarium problems, I have started moving them over into raised beds. Hopefully I can complete
this project later this year. My collection has well over 200 different varieties.

Orienpet &
Oriental Lilies
with
Osteospermums

.

A few years ago I started adding daylilies. Prior to this I grew only Stella d’Oro and Strawberry
Candy. I can honestly say that they didn’t wow me. But the internet with its many sites opened
my eyes. I have roughly 150 cultivators now. Not all of them have bloomed and it is too early
to say which ones will be grand.
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Irises are my latest addiction. I wasn’t really particularly looking for them. A fellow gardener
suggested that I try them since I was looking for something earlier blooming. I was tired of
planting tulips regularly. I had no idea that irises came in different sizes with different blooming
times. Just planting a couple had me hooked. They were exactly what I was looking for.
SDB
Gypsy
Eyes

ÅÅÅ

JI
Picotee
Wonder

ÆÆÆ
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If anyone asks if I am making anymore flower beds, I answer “Do you see all this grass? I have
lots of room yet.” I really never have immediate plans. It just happens.
(See below for more pictures of Shelley's gardens. All photos courtesy of Shelley Herman)

Stainless Steel monkshood among the lilies

Daylily with irises

Irises with the lilies!
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Summer Rhizome Sale 2009
Just to whet your appetite, the Summer Rhizome Sale vendor has been chosen for 2009! We
are pleased to announce that Suttons Iris Gardens in the US have been chosen. Started as a
hobby, Sutton's Iris Gardens has grown into a large commercial enterprise over the past 25
years. Based on the firm commitment of quality products and customer service, Sutton's is
dedicated to bringing fresh, viable iris to both iris connoisseurs and the general gardener.
We will be getting a number of varieties hybridized and/or introduced through their garden
over the years from various classifications. Primarily medians but Mike has written that he
just might surprise us with a few that are very new and different. When I did a search on the
iris register site, it came up with more than 200 registrations attributed to various individuals
and generations of the Sutton family. These are just a few. Check out their website at
http://www.suttoniris.com.
.

BB Headline Banner

SDB Drop of Sunshine

IB Agatha Christie

As per usual, the sale will be held the last week in July and first weekend in August. Further
information will be available in the Summer edition of the newsletter due out in June/July.
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